
Welcome to  
your FREE School 
Library Pack from 
BookTrust, the UK’s 
largest children’s 
reading charity.

The pack will support your 
students in Years 7-9 to talk 
about books, discover what 
they like to read and help  
them read more frequently. 
Thank you to the teachers and 
school librarians whose book 
selection and reading group 
ideas helped improve this 
year’s School Library Pack. 

The pack includes fifteen 
titles, split across three 
categories – Future Classics, 
Reluctant Readers and 
Non-Fiction. The following 

pages give you a quick 
summary of each book.  
There are five titles in each 
category. Five of these titles 
come in a set of six because 
they are great for groups, 
making a total of 40 books. 
There are accompanying 
guides for each of the Great for 
Groups titles to support group 
reading activities. There is also 
a Making the most of your 
School Library Pack leaflet 
with tips on how to use the 
pack to get students reading.

At BookTrust we are dedicated to getting all 
children reading. Your School Library Pack 
has been carefully created to include a set 
of high-quality books and resources suitable 
for a range of reading interests and abilities, 
with exciting new choices for this year.
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2020–21 

We hope you and your students enjoy the books and activities 
– we’d love to hear what you think and how you use the 
resources in your school. Let us know by emailing 
schoollibrarypack@booktrust.org.uk or tweeting us  
@BookTrust using the hashtag #SchoolLibraryPack.



Clean Getaway by Nic Stone

When Scoob’s grandma invites him to join her on an adventure in her brand-new 
campervan, obviously he says yes. But he quickly realises this is not just any road 
trip: they’re retracing a journey G’ma made fifty years ago with G’pop, and she’s 
on a mission to right a terrible wrong. But how deep do her secrets go? And is it  
a mystery Scoob really wants to unlock?

Beverly, Right Here by Kate DiCamillo 

Beverly desperately wants things to be different. So she leaves home and hitches a 
ride, ending up in the scruffy seaside town of Tamerly Bay, where she is determined 
not to rely on anyone ever again. However, being quiet, thoughtful and observant, 
she can’t help forming connections with the people she meets, like lonely Iola and 
student Elmer. But how long can she really stay? How long can she ignore her past?

Malamander by Thomas Taylor

As the town’s ‘Lost-and-Founder’, Herbert Lemon can’t really say no when Violet 
Parma arrives, asking for help to find her missing parents. But following the clues 
quickly leads Herbie into far more danger than he’d like, resulting in a whole lot of 
questions about Eerie-on-Sea’s residents and the secrets they’re hiding, and takes 
him deep into the malamander legend – the terrifying local sea monster Herbie 
would really rather stay a legend…

Can You See Me? by Libby Scott and Rebecca Westcott

What are the rules for being ‘normal’? Tally is anxious about starting secondary 
school, especially about fitting in. She knows she’s different: she’s autistic, 
meaning she feels and experiences everything differently to her friends 
and family. Every day is a challenge, from noise to managing emotions and 
deciphering teachers’ intentions. But as Tally tries to figure out the rules of 
normal, she begins to think that perhaps being herself is better.

Where the World Turns Wild by Nicola Penfold 

In a city of concrete and steel, where plants, birds and animals are banned and 
children are taught to fear the wild, Juniper dreams of green things and running 
free. But the city’s leader doesn’t like anyone who is different. Determined not 
to be locked up, Juniper must find a way to escape the city walls and survive a 
dangerous journey across the wilderness to the fabled town of Ennerdale.

Our selection panel including school librarians and 
other book experts have selected five of the best 
new books that offer great scope for discussion and 
activities. Find out more about these great reads, 
including three Great for Groups titles, below.

Future Classics
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Seven Ghosts by Chris Priestley 

Grimstone Hall is one of the most haunted houses in Britain – and all the ghosts 
are children. After winning a horror-writing competition, Jake is on a tour of the 
house, hearing about its ghosts and their stories: seven atmospheric and spine-
chilling tales of guilt, revenge and supernatural trickeries. But as each story is 
told, Jake becomes increasingly uneasy. Something is definitely not right, and 
the seventh story will reveal the terrible truth.

Pumpkinheads by Rainbow Rowell and Faith Erin Hicks

It’s Deja and Josiah’s last night working at the Pumpkin Patch; next year they’ll be 
away at college. Deja is determined their final evening will be a memorable one: 
she has a plan, and nothing fate can throw in the way will deter her. This funny and 
heart-warming graphic novel follows the two friends’ evening adventure as they 
talk friendship, first crushes, the unknowable future, and step towards adulthood. 

Look Both Ways by Jason Reynolds 

When the bell rings at the end of the day, the kids in Latimer Middle School 
stream out of their classrooms and begin their journeys home. Here are ten 
stories about ten of those journeys – ten different students, their friendships, 
their worries, their moments of joy, their routines – separate from one another 
yet interconnected. For some, today’s walk is just the same as any other; but  
for others, it’ll be completely different…

Everything All At Once by Steven Camden

This verse novel brilliantly captures all the emotions and experiences of a single 
day in secondary school. Told through multiple viewpoints and with short, crisp 
chapters, there is everything from school gossip and crowded corridors to the 
daydreaming girl and the kid pretending not to be smart. The different voices are 
relatable, insightful and often surprising, with all the stories fitting together into 
one big snapshot of life at school.

Our selection panel have chosen some great books for reluctant 
readers that can be used to engage readers and create a buzz 
about books. It includes two Great for Groups titles, a graphic novel 
and a verse novel. 

Reluctant Readers

Charlotte Bronte’s Jane Eyre retold by Tanya Landman

When Jane applies to be a governess at Thornfield Hall, she’s hoping for a new 
life away from her cruel aunt and the traumas of boarding school. What she finds 
is a house full of secrets and a troubled and haunted man as its master. There’s a 
mystery here, one that will change Jane’s life forever… A well-crafted, shortened 
retelling of the classic tale in an accessible, dyslexia-friendly format.
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Unlocking the Universe by Stephen Hawking and Lucy Hawking

The big bang theory, the solar system’s planets, earth’s geology, how life may have 
begun… Quantum mechanics, string theory, dark matter, and even time travel… 
This comprehensive book takes on a big range of science topics, covering both the 
basics and those of a higher level. It’s a great book to dip into whatever a reader’s 
interest level, providing opportunities to expand their scientific learning however 
they choose. 

Fearless by Liam Hackett

Liam Hackett has experienced plenty of mean comments and bullying and often 
wondered if he would ever fit in. Today, as the head of an anti-bullying charity, he 
helps young people increase their confidence and learn how to manage emotional 
challenges. Discussing subjects from stereotyping and unconscious bias to 
managing emotions and self-confidence, his advice and guidance helps build 
resilience and understanding so readers can be their best, most fearless selves. 

Trailblazers: Simone Biles by Sally J. Morgan

Simone Biles has won more world championship medals in gymnastics than anyone 
else in the history of the sport. This accessible biography about the greatest gymnast  
of all time is a truly inspiring story. Discover how Simone has faced challenges, witness 
the depth of her strength and determination, and see how she advocates the 
importance of speaking up for yourself and being proud of your achievements.  
Contains reference to sexual abuse (p124)

100 Things to Know About Saving the Planet by Various 

An excellent introduction to the environmental problems we are facing, focusing on 
what can and is being done to tackle these challenges, including small everyday 
changes anyone can undertake as well as big, international missions. Everything 
is presented in bite-size, infographic-style nuggets, making it an achievable dip-in 
read, while topics covered include everything from water footprints to edible spoons, 
rewilding, the Diderot Effect, and ‘moonshot thinking’.

Philosophy for Beginners by Rachel Firth, Minna Lacey and Jordan 
Akpojaro, illustrated by Nick Radford

What exactly is philosophy and why does it matter? Introducing philosophy’s 
main concepts (questioning, arguing and thought experiments), how to think 
philosophically, and what it all means, this is a great starting point to consider 
different ways of thinking about the world. Covering topics from ethics to 
identity, discover how philosophy provides good thinking tools and how these 
can help solve problems, from big meaning-of-life questions to the equally 
important everyday ones.

Our selection panel have chosen some brilliant non-fiction 
books. Non-fiction is an excellent starting point for conversations 
about important topics for all readers as well as a great way to 
encourage reluctant readers to get reading.

Non-Fiction

Please note that due to these books being produced specially for the School Library Pack, the ISBNs on your 
books may differ from the normal edition and will not show up in bibliographic systems.


