BookTrust

Inspire a love of reading

Nicola Davies announced as BookTrust’s new Writer in
Residence

Children urged to explore the natural world around them

Monday 3" September- Nicola Davies, prolific author of children’s books, well known for the The
Day the War Came and Lots among many others has been appointed the new online Writer in
Residence for the UK'’s largest children’s reading charity, BookTrust.

During her six-month residency Nicola will be drawing on her experience as a zoologist, former
Wildlife presenter and now creative writing teacher and author to encourage children to explore the
natural world around them, discovering more about it through words and pictures.

Nicola Davies says about her residency at BookTrust:

“I'm very happy to have been chosen to be a Writer in Residence for BookTrust - there are
S00000000 many things | want to do over the next few months! | love nature, poems and pictures
so there will be lots of focus on these.

“My aim for each of the posts of my residency is to offer you a bit of the three ‘I's - that’s
Information, Ideas and Inspiration. Information, because you may need some clues about what
you’re going to write about; Ideas because you might need some help with how to write, and
Inspiration so that you can really feel that your writing can be fabulous. There’'ll also be a poetry
writing competition that you can enter and win books and a visit from me for your school.”

Other highlights of Nicola’s residency will include a poetry competition for primary schools, sharing
her favourite poems about nature, encouraging children to look at the beautiful world around them
and sharing what they see with pictures and poems.

Diana Gerald, BookTrust CEO said:
“We are delighted to announce Nicola as the next BookTrust Writer in Residence. This online

project gives visitors to BookTrust’'s website a special insight into the brilliant minds of an array of
writers and illustrators. We fully support Nicola on her mission to get children exploring and


https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books/writer-in-residence/
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appreciating the natural world. We hope children across the country enjoy getting outside
discovering, reading and writing about their adventures.”

The BookTrust Writer in Residence project has been running since March 2009 and has featured
authors and illustrators including Nadia Shireen, Cressida Cowell, Sita Brahmachari, Patrick Ness,
Polly Dunbar, Bali Rai, Matt Haig, Laura Dockrill, Chris Riddell, Sarah Mclintyre, Philip Ardagh,
Taran Matharu and Phil Earle. The residency encourages each writer or illustrator to explore topics
that they are passionate about, with past residents exploring themes such as the power of stories,
diversity in children’s literature and the importance of libraries.

Keep up-to-date with all of Nicola’s blogs here.
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Notes to Editors

BookTrust is dedicated to getting children reading because we know that children who read are
happier, healthier, more empathetic and more creative. Their early language development is
supported and they also do better at school.

We are the UK'’s largest children’s reading charity; each year we reach 3.4 million children across
the UK with books, resources and support to help develop a love of reading, because we know that
reading can transform lives.

We work with a variety of partners to get children excited about books, rhymes and stories,
because if reading is fun, children will want to do it. Our books are delivered via health, library,
schools and early years practitioners, and are supported with guidance, advice and resources to
encourage the reading habit. booktrust.org.uk

Nicola Davies is the author of more than 50 books for children, fiction, non-fiction and poetry. Her
work has been published in more than 10 different languages and has won major awards in the
UK, US, France, Italy and Germany.

Nicola trained as a zoologist, taking a degree in Natural Sciences from Kings College Cambridge.
She spent some years as a field biologist and studied humpback and sperm whales, and bats,
before joining the BBC Natural History Unit as a researcher and then presenter.

Following the start of her writing career she became a senior lecturer in Creative Writing, at Bath
Spa University but has been writing full time for over a decade. She now regularly runs workshops
for children and adults to help them find their voices as writers and advocates for nature. In 2017
she was the first recipient of the SLA’s award for Outstanding Contribution to Children’s Non-fiction
and in 2018 had four picture books longlisted for the Greenaway Award.
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