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Purple Parcel 1 

This Little Dinosaur 

By Coral Byers and Alberta Torres 

 What the selection panel said: 

¶ Very diverse and well thought out 

¶ Itôs funny and colourful 

¶ Itôs nice ï it has counting in it 

¶ I liked the children dressed up 

¶ I like the ethnicity, thereôs a Chinese child, Black 

children, a child with glasses, and I liked that they 

were all playing together 

¶ Yes, itôs diverse 

¶ I like the author note to the person reading at the end 

About the book: 

In this alternative version to the popular nursery rhyme óThis Little Piggyô, little children in 

fluffy dinosaur costumes stamp and stomp, swoop and soar, swirl and twirl. Pictured in a 

nursery or pre-school setting, the little dinosaurs can be seen engaging in everyday learning 

activities from painting and stacking blocks to snoozing and imaginative play. The simple, 

rhythmic and rhyming text is fun to read aloud, and thereôs a counting element through the 

book as well. 

You might also like: 

1,2,3 Do the Dinosaur by Michelle Robinson and Rosalind Beardshaw 

 

Wild Animals Sound Book 

By Sam Taplin and Claire Ever 

What the selection panel said: 

¶ Engaging sounds  

¶ Bright, sensory, realistic animal sounds 

¶ I love the sounds and the peep throughs! 

¶ I had fun playing with this one 

¶ Colourful 

¶ Our last foster child liked the cut-outs in the pages 

and tracing it with her fingers and following the story 

that way too 

About the book: 

This colourful, interactive board book has shapes to trace with your finger, cut-out shapes to 

feel and peek through to the next page, and a sound button to press on every page. Every 

page features different animals and a different habitat, from mountains bears to an African 
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hippo and parrots in the jungle. Bite-size text describes each scene and introduces the 

animal who you will hear when you press the sound button. A fun introduction to some wild 

animals and what noises they make.  

You might also like: 

There are more books in this series, e.g. Zoo Sounds 

 

 

Purple Parcel 2 

Felt Flap Fun: Under the Sea 

By Pat-a-Cake and Tiago Americo 

What the selection panel said: 

¶ Itôs interactive and colourful 

¶ Children like textured books 

¶ It has felt flaps which are very tactile, and they donôt 

rip   

¶ I definitely liked it, itôs colourful and different 

¶ I thought it was really fun and simple and if youôre a 3-

year-old in a buggy itôs enough to just hold it 

About the book: 

Explorer Mouse is having a lovely day at the seaside but 

the cheese from her picnic has gone missing! Join in with Explorer Mouse as she goes in 

search of the missing cheese and lift the felt flaps to see if it is hidden underneath.  A bight, 

interactive board book that is fun to read together or for little ones to explore independently. 

You might also like: 

Hide and Seek Under the Sea by Rachel Elliott and Gareth Lucas 
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Nature Trail 

By Benjamin Zephaniah and Nila Aye 

What the selection panel said: 

¶ Lovely and colourful, diverse characters 

¶ Great subject matter 

¶ A well-presented, colourful book 

¶ I loved this one; I thought it was very classic-looking 

¶ Itôs all about what you can find in your garden 

¶ I thought it was lovely 

About the book: 

Award-winning poet Benjamin Zephaniah takes readers on a 

miniature nature adventure around the garden. Itôs a 

wonderfully fantastical garden ï with a hedgehog and frog playing cards, knitting caterpillars 

and birds having a birthday party ï but all the animals we see are those youôd find in the 

British countryside or urban wild space. With vibrant illustrations, itôs a joyful poem in book 

form that pays tribute to all the treats that nature has to offer and an imaginative rhyming text 

that is perfect for reading aloud. 

BookTrust book review: https://www.booktrust.org.uk/book/b/benjamin-zephaniahs-nature-

trail/ 

Things to know about: 

This book includes the phrase ósquirrels come to nick my nutsô. 

You might also like: 

Octopus Shocktopus by Peter Bently and Steven Lenton 
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Purple Parcel 3 

How Big is a Bear? 

By Lisa Regan and Sarah Wade 

What the selection panel said: 

¶ A really lovely book, great quality and interactive 

¶ I love the pull-out sections ï I like things you can pull and 

fidget with 

¶ Colourful pictures and facts for younger readers  

¶ Good use of repetitive words ï if youôre with a child who 

hasnôt had the experience of reading, itôs really useful to 

have that consistency 

¶ You could have lovely discussions around it 

About the book: 

This non-fiction board book introduces a selection of wild animals from other parts of the 

world and looks at one of their features. As well as óhow big is a bear?ô it also considers the 

questions, óhow stinky is a skunk?ô, óhow prickly is a porcupine?ô and more. Each creature 

has a fabulous pull-put section that looks at the answer in a fun, interactive way. 

You might also like: 

The óVery First Questions and Answersô series of books from Usborne, e.g. Are Dinosaurs 

Real? By Katie Daynes and Marta Álvarez Miguéns 

 

Pip and Posy: The Friendly Snail 

By Camilla Reid and Axel Scheffler 

What the selection panel said: 

¶ A well-presented book 

¶ Thereôs an audio option too 

¶ Pipy and Posy books are easy reads ï we have them 

at home  

¶ I like the feelings part of this  

¶ Pip and Posy stories are about easy everyday things 

¶ Itôs nice that itôs about how friendships take time 

About the book: 

Pip and Posy are spending some time in the garden, but 

while Pip is trying to do some gentle gardening, Posy is in a bouncy, noisy mood. When 

Posyôs energetic activities frighten the snail Pip is making friends with, Pip gets annoyed and 

shouts at Posy, which makes her feel sad. But itôs not long before Posy demonstrates the 

positive power of her voice, saving the snail from being snatched away by a bird, and Pip 

apologises to Posy for getting upset earlier. They spend the rest of the day playing together, 
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being both noisy and having some quiet time too. A simple but sweet and tender story about 

friendship and appreciating each otherôs needs.  

You might also like: 

Pip and Posy: The New Friend by Axel Scheffler 

 

Super Duper You 

By Sophy Henn 

What the selection panel said: 

¶ A great way to get talking about some of the issues Looked-

After Children face 

¶ Great pictures  

¶ It builds self-esteem for young people 

¶ I love the different characters she takes on ï itôs quite 

empowering 

¶ A book like this isnôt patronising and can help young children 

work on emotional skills 

About the book: 

This rhyming story shows how one person is made up of lots of different feelings and actions 

and interests and is never just one thing. Sometimes the little girl in this story is light and 

twinkly, sometimes sheôs shouty and bold, sometimes sheôs cuddly, sometimes sheôs funny 

and sometimes sheôs grumpy. All these different parts are all equally important and make 

her, her. A lovely story about being yourself, with joyful illustrations.  

You might also like: 

I Like This, You Like That by Linda Ashman and Eve Coy 
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Purple Parcel 4 

My Pet Star 

By Corinne Averiss and Rosalind Beardshaw 

What the selection panel said: 

¶ A lovely story about friendship and useful for younger 

readers to explore 

¶ I loved it 

¶ Itôs very nurturing ï itôs about looking after something 

¶ I loved the pictures 

¶ Itôs about relationships ï how everything takes time ï 

and being resilient 

¶ Itôs a really lovely book 

About the book: 

In this charming story, a little girl finds a little star that has fallen from the sky and lost its 

shiney glow. Taking him home with her, she cares for him, doing all she can to help him feel 

better and building a friendship. But as the star begins to regain his sparkle, it gradually 

becomes clear that he doesnôt really belong in her world, and she knows she must give him 

a chance to choose whether to stay or return to the sky. 

This beautifully told story captures the charming relationship between the girl and star, 

showing not only the value of kindness and caring for others but also of understanding and 

accepting differences and the starôs different needs. The concept of letting go is shown in an 

entirely positive way as the star flies back home to watch over the girl from his spot in the 

night sky. 

BookTrust book review: https://www.booktrust.org.uk/book/m/my-pet-star/ 

You might also like: 

Chatterbox Bear by Pippa Curnick 
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Whatôs That Word? 

By Hungry Tomato Ltd and Nastya Rizaeva 

What the selection panel said: 

¶ If someone is not used to sharing a book with a child this 

would be good 

¶ There are lots of good questions you wouldnôt have to read 

out, but it could be helpful to help them interact with a child 

¶ I love it 

About the book: 

In this simple óspottingô book there are lots of different things to 

look for on each page, each of which shows a different 

everyday setting, from the kitchen to the supermarket to the 

park. The things to spot are pictured along the bottom of the page along with the written 

word for each object, supporting both picture recognition and language development. In this 

way, young children who arenôt reading independently can access the book freely, while the 

additional questions on the page provide opportunities for a child and reader to share the 

book together. 

You might also like: 

Elmer Search and Find by David McKee 

 

 

Purple Parcel 5 

On the Farm with a Ladybird 

By Dorling Kindersley Ltd 

What the selection panel said: 

¶ A colourful well-presented book great for sharing 

¶ I really liked it  

¶ I liked the tactile nature; itôs really nice 

¶ It has real pictures of the animals in there which is 

good if children havenôt seen these things before 

About the book: 

The little red ladybird in this delightful board book is going 

for a walk around the farm. Readers can use their finger to 

trace the trail the ladybird follows across the page and talk 

about the different things to see along the way ï geese by the pond; a combine harvester in 

the fields; a cow and her calf munching on hay in the barn; and lots more. There is lots to 



 
 

[Example contents for 2024/5. Please note some of the contents may differ]  

 

look at on every page, and while the backgrounds are illustrated, all the animals and farm 

equipment are photographs so readers can see what they really look like.  

You might also like: 

Counting with a Ladybird by Dorling Kindersley Ltd 

 

Iôm the Bin Lorry Driver 

David Semple 

What the selection panel said: 

¶ Itôs interactive and provides learning about the 

environment 

¶ It has great pictures and is of interest to young readers 

¶ Iôm a big advocate of this one as there are no books 

about this 

¶ Every kid Iôve had likes to watch the bin men. Itôs 

elevating some of those professions and offers a good 

education about the environment too 

About the book: 

This entertaining and interactive picture book invites readers to jump into the driverôs seat of 

a recycling collection lorry and take control of the truckôs activities for the day. Put on your 

safety gear, do up your seatbelt, turn on the headlights (itôs early morning still) and off you 

go, visiting a variety of streets and ópressingô the buttons or ópullingô the levers to activate the 

lorryôs mechanics using the dashboard pictured on the bottom of the page. With labels for 

lorry parts and objects, as well as lots of sound words, this is a book which makes early 

learning both fun and engaging. 

BookTrust book review: https://www.booktrust.org.uk/book/i/im-the-bin-lorry-driver/  

You might also like: 

There are several books in this series, e.g. Iôm the Fire Engine Driver by David Semple 
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Purple Parcel 6 

For the Love of Lettuce 

By Courtney Dicmas 

What the selection panel said: 

¶ I liked this one a lot and it might make you try lettuce! 

¶ Itôs a lovely story  

¶ I used to love The Hungry Caterpillar and it reminded 

me of that.  

¶ It has sweet characters and is a lovely book to read 

¶ Thereôs also a lesson to be learnt in this fab book 

About the book: 

This sweet picture book tells the story of two caterpillars, 

Zip and Parsley. Zip likes plans and routines, but Parsley 

likes to dive in and live in the moment. When Parsley doesnôt follow Zipôs food planning, they 

run out of lettuce ï but, fortunately, Zip also has a plan to get some more and together they 

embark on a lettuce-gathering adventure in which Zip must find a way to negotiate 

unexpected events and changes that he canôt plan for. A heart-warming story with touches of 

humour and themes of friendship and coping with change. 

You might also like: 

Blue and Bertie by Kristina Lytten 

 

Whoôs Hiding in the Woods? / Whoôs Hiding at the Seaside? 

By Nosy Crow Ltd 

 

What the selection panel said: 

¶ A lovely book with slides and flaps 

¶ Itôs interactive with lots of flaps throughout 

¶ I thought it was brilliant 
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¶ Anything with flaps is a winner! 

¶ Itôs subtle in its illustrations, has bright colours; itôs a bit more realistic and interactive  

About the book: 

You will receive either óWhoôs Hiding in the Woodsô or óWhoôs Hiding at the Seasideô. These 

interactive, non-fiction board books introduce lots of different creatures you might see at the 

seaside or in the woods. There are multiple flaps to lift on every page, under which readers 

can discover all sorts of different creatures, with a short sentence about each of them. At the 

seaside you can find scuttling crabs, red-beaked oystercatchers and sleeping seal pups. In 

the woods you can find rabbits in cosy underground burrows, squirrels looking for nuts and 

acorns, and blackbirds munching earthworms. 

BookTrust book review: https://www.booktrust.org.uk/book/w/whos-hiding-at-the-seaside/ 

You might also like: 

There are several others in this series, or you could look at the óLittle Lift and Lookô series 

from Usborne 

 

Little First Stickers: Woodlands 

By Usborne Publishing Ltd 

What the selection panel said: 

¶ Great subject matter 

¶ Lots of facts and a sticker book too 

¶ Children love stickers 

About the book: 

A fun activity book with a woodland theme. Use the stickers at the 

back of the book to create different woodland scenes on the glossy 

pages at the front of the book. There are lots of birds to stick on the 

óup in the airô page, night creatures for the ówood at nightô page, etc.  

You might also like: 

There are several other books in this series, or you could look at the óBig Stickers for Little 

Handsô series from Make Believe Ideas 
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Orange Parcel 1 

Frank and Bert 

By Chris Naylor-Ballesteros 

 What the selection panel said: 

¶ Very sweet story of friendship 

¶ Itôs really encouraging and really lovely 

¶ There are two characters, one is not good at hiding 

and the other is trying to make it easy for him and 

heôs not very good, but it turns around at the end 

¶ Lovely story about the importance of winning and 

losing that will allow good discussions to take place 

About the book: 

Bert (a bear) and Frank (a fox) love to play hide-and-seek. 

Frank usually wins because there arenôt that many places a bear can easily hide. Frank likes 

winning, but he likes Bert too, so agrees to give him a really good chance to hide, counting 

to 100 instead of just to ten. But as Bert heads off to find the perfect hiding spot, he doesnôt 

realise he is leaving quite a distinctive trail behind him ï a trail that will make it very easy for 

Frank to followé However, Frank proves that he values his friendship with Bert over winning 

the game and doesnôt take advantage. Reading the story in the pictures is as important as 

reading the words in this fun tale with sweet characters. It also provides an opportunity to 

practise counting all the way to 100 and has a nice message about being kind. 

BookTrust book review: https://www.booktrust.org.uk/book/f/frank-and-bert/ 

You might also like: 

Is it a Mermaid? By Candy Gourlay and Francesca Chessa or Pass It On by Sophy Henn 

 

Find My Favourite Animals 

By Dorling Kindersley Ltd and Isobel Lundie 

What the selection panel said: 

¶ Thereôs lot's you can do with it 

¶ I like the message at the start for parents/carers 

¶ Good for story discussions and observation skills 

¶ I liked it; itôs accessible across a range of abilities because 

youôve got simple óspot the animalô etc.  

¶ At the top of the page it has a picture and written name of 

what youôre looking for so you donôt need to be able to read 

it in order to look for them 

¶ There are also questions at the bottom to extend the 

learning and observations 

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/book/f/frank-and-bert/
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About the book: 

Mrs Munn and her school class visit five different animal habitats in this look-and-find activity 

and discussion book. Follow the children across each page to see who you can spot and 

what they are doing, whether thatôs riding a horse on the farm observing sharks in the ocean, 

tree climbing in the rainforest, having a nap on an elephant in the savannah, or map reading 

in the woods! Each scene also has specific animals to search for and thereôs lots of different 

things to look at and talk about in every picture. There are prompts for things to talk about in 

each scene, or of course just look to see what you can see yourself. Great for both 

independent and shared reading.  

You might also like: 

Look and Say What you See in the Town by Sebastien Braun 

 

 

Orange Parcel 2 

Valentineôs Guest House 

By Sam Sharland 

What the selection panel said: 

¶ Funny, witty and amusing  

¶ Can reflect young people's own experiences and the 

impact and necessity of being kind and inclusive 

¶ Itôs a beautiful book 

¶ I like the way itôs set out, there are not too many words 

on the page 

¶ Iôm going to use it to talk about accessibility and 

inclusivity 

About the book: 

In this picture book story, Valentine runs a very popular guest house. One day, Valentine 

and her daughter Elsie are surprised to meet Emmet the Tiger, who is looking for a room. 

Happy to welcome him to their home, they create a tiger-friendly space, but the other guests 

donôt want to share a hotel with a tiger and make a swift exit. Worried about getting new 

guests, Emmet tells all his friends about Valentineôs and gradually an eclectic mix of visitors 

begin to arrive. Although their guest house wasnôt designed for guests with all the different 

needs Emmetôs friends have, Valentine and Elsie find ways to make it accessible and 

comfortable for them, making whatever adaptations are necessary ï a bigger door for the 

elephant, a stairlift for the tortoise, an ice pool for the penguins. Soon, Valentineôs guest 

house is not only full again, but just right for everyone who needs a place to stay for a little 

while.  

A lovely, playful story full of colour. There are lots of details to look at in the pictures, and lots 

to talk about around the theme of inclusivity and accessibility.  
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You might also like: 

The Bumblebear by Nadia Shireen or Rhinocorn Rules by Matt Carr 

 

My First Dot-to-Dot 

By iSeek Ltd 

What the selection panel said: 

¶ Children like dot-to-dot and colourful pictures 

¶ Children love doing dot-to-dot  

¶ I quite like that it gets harder as you progress through the 

book 

¶ It feels like good quality 

About the book: 

A dot-to-dot activity book ï join the dots to complete the pictures. 

The pictures at the start of the book are very simple, with just a 

small number of dots to count and join up, then get progressively 

harder as you go through the book. As an extra guide, there are óanswersô at the back of the 

book so you can see what the completed pictures might look like. 

You might also like: 

The My First I Can Draw series by Make Believe Ideas 

 

What is Mud? 

By Katie Daynes and Mark Chambers 

What the selection panel said: 

¶ An early book that has it all 

¶ Great to read 

¶ Flaps to investigate and activities to do 

¶ I think the subject is good because children go out and see 

mud ï and where does food come from? Mud! 

About the book: 

Did you know that a quarter of all living creatures live in mud? It 

might be sticky and messy, but mud also does all sorts of 

brilliant and important things for nature and for us, as readers 

of this fact book will discover. This interactive book has flaps on every page to lift up and 

reveal fun facts about mud and soil. Find out all about exactly what mud is made of, how we 

use it to grow food, and how it provides a home for all sorts of different living things. Simply 

presented but interesting and informative, with a óSTEMô theme, a great book to dip into.  

You might also like: 
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There are lots more books in this series, e.g. What Is the Moon? By Katie Daynes and Marta 

Álvarez Miguéns 

 

 

Orange Parcel 3 

Mavis the Bravest 

By Lu Fraser and Sarah Warburton 

What the selection panel said: 

¶ A lovely book to read to a child and, later, for them to 

read alone 

¶ Funny, witty and a great read-aloud book 

¶ It explores themes such as self-esteem and resilience 

¶ It made me laugh out loud 

¶ It might break stereotypes as chickens are normally 

nervous and óchickenô is used as an insult, but Mavis is 

brave 

About the book: 

Mavis is a rather anxious chicken who prefers to stay at home with her knitting than be out 

and about around the farmyard. One night, Marge hears a funny noise and discovers 

someone stealing all the sheep ï including her friend Sandra. She knows she needs to find 

her braveness and help stop the thief. Taking a deep breath, she finds a flicker of courage 

inside ï enough to believe in herself and believe that she, Mavis, could actually be capable 

of saving the sheep. Goggles on, she goes charging after the thief, determined to stop them, 

and finds that even when youôre a rather anxious creature, being brave can still be possible. 

A fun, rhyming picture book with lots of humour and themes of resilience and being 

courageous.  

You might also like: 

The Koala Who Could by Rachel Bright and Jim Field 
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Flip Flap Zoo 

By Axel Scheffler 

What the selection panel said: 

¶ It has a nice design and I like that it is a ring-

bound book ï itôs different 

¶ Itôs funny and witty and children will like the flaps 

¶ It works on so many levels as it has the picture 

and the name and the descriptions 

¶ I think itôs brilliant 

¶ Even children that canôt read can spend hours 

with this 

¶ I love the vocabulary in it; even if they just mix it 

up and put half and half animals together, I just 

think itôs really cute 

¶ Itôs interesting for language development and is 

also kind of creative as theyôre making up words 

About the book: 

This ómix and matchô book contains pages that are cut in half, allowing you to turn half a 

page at a time and mix up all the animals to create new ones. There are many, many 

different possible combinations and readers can have lots of fun through trying to make the 

oddest or silliest. The pictures are accompanied by short rhyming text with factually accurate 

details. Maybe children could try drawing their new creations themselves or invent other new 

animals of their own. 

You might also like: 

There are lots more in this series if children enjoy this one ï e.g. Flip Flap Ocean 
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Orange Parcel 4 

Clean Up! 

By Nathan Bryon and Dapo Adeola 

What the selection panel said: 

¶ A lovely book about a young person's relationship with their 

grandparents and their travels to Jamaica ï it will support 

CLA children in the care of relatives  

¶ It also explores sustainability issues 

¶ I thought it was quite powerful as itôs about kinship parents 

and different backgrounds.  

¶ Itôs a really lovely book 

¶ I love the inclusivity 

About the book: 

Rocket, the main character in this picture book, is very excited to be visiting her 

grandparents in the Caribbean, who live by the seaside and run an animal sanctuary. Rocket 

loves being on the beach but is really sad when she finds out about all the plastic that is 

washing ashore and harming the local wildlife. Determined to help, she organises a big 

beach clean-up to collect all the rubbish and make the beach a better space for everyone. 

Along the way, the community is brought together, and Rocket makes some new friends. 

The environmental theme of this story is clear, but the story very much focusses on Rocket 

herself ï her enjoyment of life, the family and friends around her, and the positive impact that 

small changes can have. 

BookTrust book review: https://www.booktrust.org.uk/book/c/clean-up/  

You might also like: 

My Beautiful Voice by Joseph Coelho and Allison Colpoys 

 

Bearôs Big Day Sticker Book 

By Stella Blackstone and Debbie Harter 

What the selection panel said: 

¶ A funny but factual book that will interest young readers 

¶ I love that one 

¶ A nice sticker book for an older child to actually be able to 

do that themselves  

¶ This is the type of book where you could hold it and say itôs 

mine 

About the book: 

Based around the daily routine, readers can fill the scenes with 

stickers. Follow Bear through the day from waking up, having 

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/book/c/clean-up/

