Look at the poem:

Read the poem aloud. You might do this yourself,
with a friend or someone else could read it to you:

Plastic Pollution

The water bottle I threw away

in a central London bin

rolled from the bin collectors,
was kicked into the Thames

and now floats its way out to sea,
broken down by the sun,

nibbled by fishes.

The chocolate wrapper

that blew from my hands

on a windy playground after school
never came down.

It has circled the world forty times
over mountains and forests

over deserts and jungles.

Think about the poem:

The bubble wrap that covered

my brand new bike

fluttered from the dump to a field
buried by earth and roots
suffocating the ground.

The plastic bag 1 recycled

became part of a rucksack,

that carried a student’s books

and art projects

and games and lunch

until it too, was ready to be recycled again.

Consider the poem you
just heard or read. What
is being described? What
do you find out about the

impact of the rubbish
we throw away?
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Perform the poem:

e Consider how to bring out the
feelings associated with each
verse in a performance of the
poem. How will you contrast
the final verse where the plastic
bags are recycled with the other
verses where the rubbish impacts on the
environment? How can you use your voice
in different ways to draw the audience into
this moment, conveying the emotion in the
words? Will some parts be louder or quieter,
faster or slower, higher or lower? How will
you make sure any actions you may include
add to the performance, and the listener’s
understanding of the situation and the emotions
associated with it, rather than detract from it?

* Rehearse your performance a few times until you
are happy with it, then perform it to someone else.
What were they left thinking and feeling at the end
of the poem? Was this different from how they felt
in the rest of the poem?



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=za22A7P299o

Write your own!

e Think about how to write your own poem about things
we throw away and the impact they might have. If we
discarded a glass bottle, a crisp packet or a cardboard
box, what might happen to them? What impact might
they have on the world around us? Have a go at writing
your ideas into a verse for a poem of your own. Think
about verbs which could describe how the object might
have been discarded, how it might travel, such as ‘rolled’,
‘blew’ or 'fluttered’, or what it might do to things in the
natural world, like when the bubble wrap was ‘suffocating'’
the ground, or what things in the natural world might do
to it, like when the fish ‘nibbled’ the water bottle. You should
also think about how the words you choose might make
your reader feel about the object and the impact it has.

* When you’'re happy with your verse, you could add more
verses about other discarded objects. You might also try
a verse about an object that is recycled. How will the verbs
you choose and the way you describe the object change
the way your reader feels?
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e Put your ideas together in a draft of a poem and read it to
yourself. Think about whether you need to add or change booktrust.org.uk/childrens-laureate
anything before writing it out in your best handwriting or
typing it up for someone else to read. What did your poem
make them think about? How did it make them feel? What
made them feel this way?
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