
Learning objectives:

• To identify and understand the conventions of play scripts.

Resources:

Student booklets (synopsis and play script from The Lie Tree), plain paper

Starter:

Show students the synopsis from • The Lie Tree and ask them how they can tell it’s from a novel. Then, ask 
students in pairs to mind map the features of a play script. Then give them the play script and ask them to 
label features identified on the script. Share results as a class. 

Development:

Ask each pair to read the extracts aloud (one reads the novel, the other reads the play script). Ask • 
students to make a list of similarities and differences between the two extracts and be prepared to share 
their findings with the class. You might like to tell each pair that they have to give one similarity and one 
difference each.

Briefly discuss what happens in the story - which extract is more effective and why? Have a show of hands • 
and ask some students to explain their choices. What are the advantages/disadvantages of novels and 
plays when it comes to description?

In small groups, students perform the play, taking into account stage directions and what they learnt about • 
the characters from reading the extract. Ask them to consider how each character might be feeling in the 
scene.

Plenary:

As a class, watch the performances and compare how different each one is. Discuss what elements • 
might affect the way that a play is performed. How did the descriptions in the novel extract help their 
understanding of the characters?

Ask students to rate how effectively they understand the conventions of a play script - you could use • 
‘thumbs up/thumbs down’ or different coloured paper (traffic lights).
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Learning objectives:

• To understand how play scripts present characters

Resources:

Student booklet (synopsis from 13 Hours), mini whiteboards/plain paper, images of famous characters from 
film/TV

Starter:

Recap on what was learnt last lesson - what did we learn about the differences between the way a novel • 
and a play tell a story? What are the differences in presentation between the two? What are the purposes 
of the two formats?
Show images of famous characters from film/TV (e.g. Darth Vader, Snow White, Willy Wonka, Marge • 
Simpson.) Get students to discuss what these characters are like.
Ask your students to think about voice and character. Do they know any famous characters who adopt • 
different dialects to accentuate character traits: i.e. Gollum from Lord of the Rings? Ask them to consider 
how and why particular voices and dialects can be important in building characters.

Development:

Explain that in this lesson, we will be looking at how characters are presented in a play script. As a • 
class, read the novel extract. Ask students to write down any adjectives for each character on the mini 
whiteboard/plain paper that comes to mind as they read. 
Share the adjectives as a class, discussing what makes students think these adjectives describe these • 
characters. Discuss how they think this may be translated to a play script - explaining that the level of 
description in a novel can’t be included in a play script. How do we learn what a character is like when we 
watch something that’s scripted? Refer back to the characters in the starter. Get students to elaborate on 
appearance, movement, clothing, speech, tone of voice etc.
In pairs, students should imagine and role play the conversation that happens between the characters • 
in this scene, and then turn this into a play script. They can use the character breakdown in the student 
booklet to help with this, as well as the adjectives the class came up with earlier in the lesson.
Ask the students to swap their scripts with another group, who will perform the script, paying close • 
attention to stage directions etc.

Plenary:

Allow students to hot-seat some of those who are in character, asking questions about characterisation.• 

Discuss how characterisation has been portrayed in these performances. Ask students to•  talk about how 
they interpreted the character they played based on stage directions and dialogue.

Lesson 2: Understanding characters 
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Learning objectives:

• To understand how dialogue is presented in a play script

Resources:

Front cover images (optional), student booklets (scenes from You Killed Me, River of Ink and Petunia Perry 
and the Case of the Ugly Pigeon, plus mind map), highlighter pens or coloured pencils, A3 paper and felt tip 
pens, Post-it Notes

Starter:

Recap last lesson: what have we learnt so far about play scripts? What are the main differences between • 
scripts and novels?

Ask students to define what dialogue is and how its representation differs in the two forms we have been • 
looking at.

Development:

Look at the front covers of the novels which are included in the student booklet (you could print these out • 
and pin them around the room, asking students to take a ‘tour’ and write down any ideas they have about 
the novels.) Discuss what the class thinks of each and what they would expect the novel to be about; if 
students picked these novels as their Bookbuzz book, you could ask them for a brief explanation of the plot.

As a class, read the three extracts from the novels that are in the student booklet. As you are reading the • 
extracts, get students to highlight the dialogue, using a different colour for each character. Discuss the 
dialogue in each and how the reader gains an understanding of the characters through what they say. 
Which character speaks the most in each extract? Encourage students to explain why this is.

Using the extracts and the mind map in the student booklet, students choose one of the extracts to turn into • 
a play script.

Working in pairs or small groups (no more than three) and using the A3 paper and pens, students plan and • 
write a short play script based either on the extract they have chosen, or what they think happens after their 
chosen scene ends. You could suggest that each student is responsible for writing the dialogue for a certain 
character.

Plenary:

Students swap their play scripts with another pair/group and give feedback on how well the conventions of • 
scripts have been met.

When returning scripts, students could have a conversation about how their script could be improved. They • 
should set themselves a target for the next lesson based on these conversations - students should write 
their target on a Post-it, with two suggested ways they could meet it. They should then stick it in their book 
so that they can review this target in upcoming lessons.

Lesson 3: Dialogue in play scripts
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Learning objectives:

• To plan an effective play script

Resources:

Mini whiteboards and pens, student booklets (page 15), Planning your scene student worksheet, images to 
inspire creative ideas

Starter:

Students should reflect on the target that they were given in the feedback session last lesson; how can they • 
improve their work? What do they need to do in order to write a successful play script?

Recap all the features of a successful play script and get students to rate how successful they believe they • 
are at using each one (you could use a 1-5 scale.)

Development:

Explain that students are going to write their own play, based on their own ideas. Ask students to suggest • 
a setting for an interesting play, which they then write on their mini whiteboard and hold up. Make a list of 
these suggestions on the board.

Show students images that could inspire them to write the scene of a play: paintings, photos and film • 
stills can all be used to great effect. You could have a PowerPoint presentation or put images on the walls 
around the room. Students pick one and, referring to page 15 of the student booklet, mind map/bullet 
point ideas for their plot, either on plain paper or a mini whiteboard. Discuss ideas as a class and ask 
students to explain the inspiration behind their ideas.

In pairs or small groups, students should pick one idea and plan their scene, using the student worksheet.• 

Based on their plans, students should begin to write their scripts.• 

Plenary:

Ask some students to share their planning with the class, explaining their answers on the worksheet.  • 
Encourage them to discuss their ideas and explain what inspired them.

Lesson 4: Planning a play script
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Learning objectives:

• To write and perform a short scene

Resources:

Post-it Note with target from lesson 3, script started last lesson, A3 sheet of paper blue-tacked to wall

Starter:

As a class, establish ground rules for watching a performance and which speaking and listening skills • 
are needed for performing a play. Write these on the board as a reminder for when watching student 
performances.

Development:

Students should continue to write their scripts from last lesson, bearing in mind their planning and also the • 
purpose of their script.

Ask students to give their script to another group to try to perform it, and ask the group to give feedback • 
on the level of information in the script – have they provided the actors with enough information? Students 
should then revise their scripts based on this feedback.

In small groups, students should then practise their own scripts. Their scenes should be fairly short (no • 
more than two minutes each), so encourage editing if needed!

Students perform their scenes to the whole class, who then give brief feedback on performances; what • 
worked well overall? What sort of things make for a successful performance?

Plenary:

Students reflect on their target from lesson 3 - how well have they achieved their target? • 

Ask students to write, on the A3 piece of paper, one thing that they learnt from this unit and one thing they • 
enjoyed about it. You could then discuss this as a class.

Lesson 5: Performing a play
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